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as /, of which it is produced by addition of tone, and
under similar conditions exhibits the same varieties as
those just described for/.

The Dentals.

t, d; s, tli (English).

In the formation of the explosive t the air-passage is
obstructed by bringing the apex of the tongue against
the anterior portion of the hard palate ; a partial
stoppage is, it is true, sufficient, but of course the better
the contact the more complete will be the sound. The
apex of the tongue alone is not sufficient for the most
perfect contact, but the entire margin of the dorsum of
the tongue must be brought into contact with the molar
teeth, so that the air becomes compressed in the space
between the palate and the dorsum of the tongue. In
this case, however, the sudden removal of the tip of the
tongue suffices to produce the explosive t. The point at
which the apex of the tongue effects this closure is by no
means fixed, but varies considerably, between, namely,
the free margin of the upper incisors and the posterior
margin of the hard palate. The upper or lower surface
of the apex of the tongue may be placed with equal
facility against the teeth ; higher up, or further back, the
under surface is more readily used. This difference in
the manner and locality of the closure effected by the
apex of the tongue gives rise to several varieties of the t,
but it is only necessary to mention the more important
fact, that the sound of t becomes clearer if the closure is
made more forward, and duller if it takes place further
back. The same remark applies to the pure formation
of t as to p; that as in p the explosive t is necessarily
followed by a breathing sound, which, when a vowel is the